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	July 28, 2009
	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Health care unions express disappointment in contract negotiations
REGINA:  The unions representing health provider workers in the province are announcing their extreme disappointment with the lack of progress at their respective bargaining tables during contract negotiations last week.
In June, the Minister of Health issued a public challenge to the unions, the health care employers and SAHO to get down to business and settle these negotiations.

Gordon Campbell, President of the CUPE Health Care Council said, “After a significant move by CUPE in response to this challenge, we see the employers and SAHO remain steadfast in their takeaway proposals and their continued refusal to table an initial monetary offer”.

Barbara Cape, President of SEIUWEST, in identifying heightened membership frustration, stated “SAHO and the employers continue to insist we bargain in a vacuum without knowing the full extent of the employer’s proposals. It makes it impossible for us to make informed decisions.” 
Bob Bymoen, President of SGEU said the lack of progress at their bargaining table is a direct result of the tactics being employed by SAHO and the employers. “Collective bargaining is not a process where one side withholds information of proposals and then expects the other side to make all of the movement,” he said.

SGEU, SEIU and CUPE all have further bargaining dates scheduled for August. They all believe Health Minister McMorris should follow-up his challenge but with specific directions to SAHO and the health care employers to begin bargaining in good faith.
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For more information contact: Gordon Campbell at 546-2185, Barbara Cape at 652-1011
or Doug Taylor at 775-7221
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